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Texas German Is A Dwindling Relic Of The Hill
Country’s Immigrant Roots

The dialect is spoken by fewer than fay, mos aus
was banned in Texas during World War I

The Markotias t Wurstostn Now Braunfos i 2010, Tho fostivat hld avery Nowernor is. colabration of Gorman
hertage, Sad the Morketpatzwas destoyed in i n 2019, bt the festival s rebulding a ew trcture

A wave of Germans immigrants came to Texas starting in the 1830s. Many settled in the Hill
Country, starting cities ke New Braunfels and Fredericksburg,

b director of the Texas Linguistics Lab at the University of Texas at Austin, told
Te id

them, but eventualy, their

meldedintoa as

g HilC a
‘community.” Hinrichs said.

He said people continued to speak the dialect into the early 20th century.
H d said has many simila

For one thing,
over certain vowels like i or 6. Also, the grammar is simpler.

tuse umlauts

“Tome, it sounds very American, even though you hear that it's a native speaker of German, so
it's an interesting mix,” he said. “It sounds like a dialect, but t's not a dialect that exists in
Germany:

Texas Germanis nota ad dialect
Fredericksburg. Butit's rare. That's because during World War I, it was illegal to teach in
German in Texas schools.

"After that, the culture kind of collapsed,” he said.
‘There are fewer than 10,000 speakers of Texas German today.
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