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Linguists want last
word on history
of Texas German

By Winter D. Prosapio
Correspondent

Hunter Weilbacher figures
about 12 or 15 years are left
until Texas German is dead
altogether. At that point, lin-
guists like Weilbacher at least
will have ensured it won't be
completely forgotten.

Texas German is a unique
dialect of German spoken by
the descendants of German
immigrants who came to
Texas around 1830. In 2006,
Texas German is a dying lan-
guage, Weilbacher said, and
few people younger than age
60 speak it at all. In many cas-
es, even those people who
know the language haven't
spoken itin years.

“During World War [, there
were laws against speaking

B In March, a large group
of UT graduate students
will come to New
Braunfels to conduct a
gseries of interviews. For
information on the
Texas German Dialect

- Project or to hear
; ’M ffom the
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German,” Weilbacher said.
“Then with World War Il it was
considered almost impolite to
speak German.”

The Texas German Dialect
Project at the University of Texas
at Austin has set out to rescue

Texas German from being lost

forever. Project director and UT

See DIALECT, Page 5A
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coming to NBP

assistant professor Hans C.
Boas and a team of graduate
students involved with the
Texas German Dialect Project,
or TGDP have been interview-
ing more than 200 speakers in
the Hill Country.

“At first, our problem W&l'«
getting people to talk 1o us,’
said Wellbacher, a graduate
research assistant and gradu-
ate of New Braunfels High
School “I'd call and they'd
think [ was a tetemnal hm*r or it
was some sort of scam.”

Thanks to some local pub-
Licity efforts. people came to
undetstand what the project
was about and agreed to
interviews, he said

[exas German is a mekding
of German and Spanish as

well as a bit of English. In the
old days, the German and

Mexican immigrants in the
arra worked the fledds togeth-
er, andd while thetr communi-
ties remalned distinct and
separate in many ways, thets
languages began to meld
spoke
fritial
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neither groug
English, much of the
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borrowing came from their
own native tongues

“Leche,” the Spanish word
for milk, for exampie, becarne
part of Texas German. As the
world changed around them,
Texas German speakers devel-
oped their own words [or it.
Afrplanes are called “fugreug”
in standard German, which
comes from “flying thing.”
Texas German speakers creat
gd the word “huftschiff,” which
is based on "air ship.”

These dialect shifts are
exactly what fires up linguists
like Weilbacher. But even
more exciting is tracking
speakers who have been
invotved in earlier studies In

the 1930s, Fred Bied recorded

Texas German speakers trans-

lating 300 sentences. During
his last foray of interviewing,
weilbacher found a woman
who had been recorded by
Eikel when she was young
“Finding someone who's
been interviewed and being
able to go back w them after
so much time, is Like candy
to a binguist,” Wetlbacher sakd
[he TGDP had been showed
a bit by a lack of av
gractuate students to handle
the interviews
more people torinterview
than we can get 10, Wieilhach -
er salkd
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We have

Page SA

bacher and others in the pro-
ect ask is how Texas German
speakers feel about seeing
Spramsh flourish as thedr own

anguage disappears. Nearty
wd WUt exception “they think
it's fantastic that Spu]tsh
speakers are keeping their
language,” Weilhacher said
“But they wish they could
have kept theirs.”

In March a large group ol
graduate students will come
o New: Braunfets to conduct a
series of nterviewes. For infor-
mation on lexas German
Dialect Project or to hear
interviews froen the archives
g0 to the projed
tgdp.org

FREE HEARING AID REPAIRS

If we repair your hearing aid in the office, there will be no charge.
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL OFFER - LIMITED TIME!

P AT

Santa bring

Present th:s ad fo:

SRR

you a Plasma?

1

{
{

install it for you.

We can professionally

836 606-3819

llarm =
utamatwn

v w4 Boshse (A9 whpv

U's Web site

SUN-THURS | |

6 PM-10 PM | |

6 i gl Sales & Installation

of Home Theaters and
830-743-1293 ; audio, video equipment.
WWW santasranch net
A Iarrn ’
utomation
i j (all for an appointment 830- b()6~3819.
1

ey

] i ] b, by i —




